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| FUNERAL SERMON. 


3 U K E XX111, 28.. 


Daughters of Feruſalem, weep not fir me, but weep 


fer yourſelves, and for your children. 


among Heathens, Jews, and Chriſtians, when 


| J. has partly been the cuſtom of all ages, both 


Death ſeparated any of their particular friends 
from them, not only to make lamentation over them, 


but alſo to improve the opportunity, cither in ſpeak- 


ing ſomething in-praiſe of the dead, or to the edifying 
of the living. With regard to the Heathen, protane 
hiſtory abounds with panegyrics and encomiums pro- 
nounced over them by the Orators; and very often 
greatly exa2gerated what they called their virtues, and 
extenuated their real crimes. With regard to the 
Jews, it appears a practice among them, from the 
circumſtance of David lamenting the deaths of Saul 
and Jonathan, 2 Sam. i. 17, to the end; and like- 
wiſe his oration over the grave of Abner, 2 Sam. ii, 
33. to the end; as well as the pathetic lamentation 
over the death of the lovely, tho* unhappy, Abſalom, 
2 Sam. Xviti. 33. And again, we find Jeremiah la- 
menting the death of the good King Jaſah, 2 Chron, 
xxxv., 25, And as to the cuſtom of Chriſtians, I 
need only refer you to the caſe of Stephen, As viii. 
2. Having ſo many precedents, I hope no one will 

2 cenſure 


— r OO {Oo —— - 


Daugh 


1 
i 
D 


from t 
but all 
ing ſor 
of the 

hiſtory 
nounce 
greatly 
extenu 
Jews, 

circum 
and J. 
wiſe hi 
33. to 
over t! 
2 Sam. 
mentir 


XXXV, 
need o 
2. H 


FUNERAL SERMON. 


LUKE xxiii. 28. 


Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not fir me, but weep 
fer yourſelves, and for your children. 


T has partly been the euſtom of all ages, both 
[ among Heathens,. Jews, and Chriſtians, when 
Death ſeparated any of their particular friends 
from them, not only to make lamentation over them, 
but alſo to improve tlie opportunity, either in ſpeak- 
ing ſomething in-praiſe of the dead, or to the edifying 
of the living. With regard to the Heathen, profane 
hiſtory abounds with panegyrics and encomiums pro- 
nounced over them by the Orators; and very often 
greatly exaggerated what they called their virtues, and 
extenuated their real crimes. With regard to the 
Jews, it appears a practice among them, from the 
circumſtance of David lamenting the deaths of Saul 
and Jonathan, 2 Sam. i. 17, to the end; and like- 
wiſe his oration over the grave of Abner, 2 Sam. ii, 
33. to the end; as well as the pathetic lamentation 
over the death of the lovely, tho* unhappy, Abſalom, 
2 Sam. xviüi. 33. And again, we find Jeremiah la- 
menting the death of the good King Jeſiah, 2 Chron. 
XXXV. 25, And as to the cuſtom of Chriſtians, I 
need only refer you to the caſe of Stephen, Acts viii. 
2. Having ſo many precedents, I hope no one will 
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Ho 


cenſure our conduct as ſuperſtitious, for improving 
the opportunity which Gop has put into our hands, 
by taking to himſelf an amiable young creature, juſt 
in the bloom of life. Only I muſt tell you, the pre- 
tent diſcourſe is not intended to give any ſwelling en- 
comiums in praiſe of the dead, but, if poſſible, to 
edify and ftir up the living, to give all diligence in 
making their calling and election ſure. Let it ſut- 
fice for the preſent, that we have good grounds to 


believe the is happy. 


J was at a loſs for ſome time to think upon a ſuit- 
able ſubject to addreſs yon from. Several texts oc- 
curred to my mind, but I could fix upon none, till 
the paſſage read in your hearing, offered itſelf. The 
words are connected with one of the moſt awful 
events that ever did, or ever will happen, An affair 
upon which our everlaſting All depends. Our bleſſ— 
ed Lord was now travelling .in the greatneſs of his 
ſtrength, and treading the wine-preſs alone. He was 
roing in the depth of forrow to Calvary, -He was 
bearing the rugged croſs, and labouring under the 
ſame, Great companies of people were following 
with doleful fighs, and among the reſt, mention is 
made of ſome pious women, who wept and bewailed 
ſo uncommon a fight. But Jeſus, as it were, for- 
getting his own ſufferings, turns his compaſſionante 
eyes towards them, and with a heart full of tender- 
neſs, ſays, Daughters of Feruſalem, weep not for me, 
but weep for yeurſelves, and for your children, He 
warns them of the impending ruin of Jerufalem, and 
the calamities that would attend the fame; and as if 
he had ſaid. “ Dear daughters of Jeruſalem, weep 
not for me; I am now going to fulfil the Scriptures, 
and my death wi'l be matter of great joy to all nations, 
and that to all eternity. But, alas ! for you, I pity 
your deplorable circumſtances, for heavy judgements 
hang over your heads, for this unhappy city has now 
filled up the meaſure of her iniquity, and ſhall ** 
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But I think we may, without per- 


feel the ſame.” 
verting the text, apply the words to the preſent ſo- 


lemn occaſion, We may aſſert, we have no need to 
weep for her that is gone to glory, but for ourſelves 
who are left behind, She is fate, and her labour is 
ended; but we are ſtill in a world of trials and tem p- 
tations, of ſorrows and tears; all which we have 
ſtill to grapple with. But to come directly to the 


matter in hand. The text naturally divides itſelf 
into two ſimple heads: 


I. That there is no reaſon to weep for 
ſuch as are gone to Jeſus. 


II. There 1s cauſe to weep for ourſelves, 
who are left behind. 


III. I ſhall attempt an application ſuitable 
to the preſent occaſion. 


I. That there is no reaſon to weep for thoſe who 
are gone to Jeſus. 


1. Their warfare is entirely over. That the 
Chriſtian's life is a perpetual warfare, Scripture and 
experience abundantly evidence, For, ſays the A- 
poltle, we wre/e not againſt fleſh and blood, but again/l 
princiþaluties, and again/t powers, againſt the rulers of 
the da» Ane of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
bigh places, Eph. vi. 12. And again, we are exhort- 
ed to fight the good fight of ſaith, and lay hold of eternal 


%. And again, in this combat we are exhorted to 


firrve latoſully. All which paſſages ſeem to intimate, 
that here we are called to contend for eternal life ; al- 
o we are exhorted to put on the whole armour of God, 
(vat we may be able to land in the evil day. All which 
bew, that this is a place of fatigue and toil, and 
will be ſuch till we land ſafely on the happy ſhore of 
werlaſting reſt, But they who are gone to Jeſus, 
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have ſafely put off the harneſs, and ſhall learn war An 
no more. Each can ſay, I have fought a good fight, ] Th 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith, 2 Tim, 

iv. 7. O, yes! they now know the full meaning of 
theſe words, More than conquerors through him that loved dan 
us, Rom. viii. 37. The glorious crown which had 
been long reached out to our view, they now ſeize 
as their own; the land, which was at a diſtance, 
they fully enjoy, their eyes ſee the King in his beauty, 
Ha. xxxiii. 17. Judge, my dear hearers, is there 
any. occaſion to weep for ſuch happy ſouls ? Do any 
weep to fee their friends return victorious from the 
field of battle? No; on ſuch occaſions they rejoice 
and triumph : And much greater cauſe have we to 
rejoice over our dear friends, who are ſafely arrived 
at the Haven of Peace. 


2. No more temptations can aſſault them, either 
from the world, the fleſh, or the devil. But while 
here it is otherwiſe ; as Hannah had her enemy to 
prove her, 1 Sam. i. 5. Toſhua, Satan at his right. 
hand to reſiſt him, Zech. iii. 1. Our gracious Lord, 
the ſubtle fiend to tempt him, Matt. iv. The Ene— 
my defired to have the Apoſtles, that he might f, 
them as wheat, Luke xxii. 31. And the great Apo- 
ſtle had the meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet him, 2 Co, 


xii. 7. Thus we ſee temptations have been the com- I 
mon lot ot all that were determined to flee from the adv: 
wrath to come. But thoſe who are fafely landed, ar tom 
freed theretrom, and far out of Satan's reach, for he cont 
cannot ſhoot his fiery darts over the. battlements d to fe 
Heaven. Such are now triumphing, having over] 4) 
the great red dragon, through the blood of the Lani, agal 
Rev. xii. 11. They had indeed one that could tru ſuch 
ſympathiſe with them, being tempted in all point ae 


like unto them, Heb. iv. 15. Yet they had as much 
as they could bear; tho' they are now enjoying tht 
preſence of the Triune God, and the. company d 
Angel 
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3 
Angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
Therefore there can be no cauſe to weep for them. 


3. They who are gone to Jeſus, are out of all 
danger; as we know, that while we are in this vale 
of tears, we are always ſurrounded with ſnares. 
Hence we meet with inſtances in Scripture of many 
who fell ade 6 if not finally. David and his fon So- 
lemen are inſtances of the former, 2 Sam. Xl. 14. 
1 Kings Xi. &c. Indeed every day, and every hour, 
bring their peculiar temptations with them; and if we 
conſider how many fiends of hell are continually 
ſeeking our final ruin, we may well think our danger 
great. There is the preſent world; how dangerous 
is it, and how many fall a prey to the ſame? Its al- 
luring charms are very enticing, and often inſinuate 
themſelves into our affections, before we are aware. 
How hard a matter is it to keep our garments from 
being ſullied ? But they that are with Jeſus, are out 
of the reach of any thing that can annoy them; their 
ſouls are ſecure, and nothing can give them pain, for 
they are 


« Free from a world of fear and fin, 
5 Eternally with Gop ſhut in.” 


If we conſider, how many pernicious doctrines are 
advanced in the world, which ſpring from the. bot- 
tomleſs pit, and how many corrupt examples, that 
contagiouſly ſpread themfelves, we have need always 
to fear, left a promiſe being left us of entering into reſt, 
Hence we are warned 
againſt many hurtful errors by the word of Gop, and 
ſuch practices as are contrary to the Divine Will; and 
are frequently exhorted to care and diligence, to 
waichfulneſs and perſeverance. But they who are 
with the Lamb, are free from every danger, and ſaſe 
for evermore. | | 


4. Pair 
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4. Pain and ſiekneſs are at an end with thoſe that 
are with Jeſus; as well as all the painful ſenſations of 
hunger, thirſt, cold, heat, &c. While here below, 
the foliowers of Jeſus are liable to theſe, as well a 
the reſt of mankind ; and are often made to groan 
under the fame, 2 G. v. 2. But it is not ſo with 
thoſe that are at reſt: A ſhivering ague can no more 
diſcompoſe, or a burning fever, or gout, or ſtone, 
afilict them in that happy elime; or a trembling pal- 
ſy incapacitate them from mingling with the bleſſed, 
Theſe things very often have a tendency to weigh us 
down in our preſent ſtate, and give others great un- 
eaſineſs as well as ourſelves. But the glorious inha- 
birants of that city ſhall no more ſay, I am fick, 
Iſa. xxxiii. 24. Their, ſun ſhail no more go down, nei- 
ther ſhall the moon withdraw itſelf, for the Lord ſhall be 
their everlaſting light, and the days of their mourning 
ſhall be ended, 1ja. x. 20. There they ſhall hunger 10 
more, neither thir/ any more; neither ſball the fun light 
on them, nor any heat, For the Lamb which Is in the 
midjt of the throne ſhall ſeed- them, and lead them tt 
living fountains of waters : and God ſhall wipe ail tears 
from their eyes, Kev. vii. 16, 17. It is 


A city ſo holy and clean, 

„No torrow can breathe in the air; 
No gloom of affliction or. fin, 

© No thadow of evil is there.” 


No; there the wicked cenſe from-traubling ; and there 


the weary be at reſt. There the prifoners ref together. 


Job i iii. 16. 


They who are landed ſafely, can ſerve Gon 
better than ſuch as are left behind. There knowledge 
is far more excellent than that of the greateſt faint 
upon earth; and conſequently they are more capabie 
of gloritying him : Here. an Apoſtle could ſay, We 
know but in part, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. There are many 
things here to retard our progreſs, and render our 
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beſt ſervices very imperfect: Such as ignorance, 
weakneſs, imprudence, and the remains of corrup- 
tion, which often make us aſhamed of ourſelves and 
our performances ; when we find many wanderings, 


nuch deadneſs, little life and fpirit in all we do. 


But 


there they are conſtantly praiſing him, P/a, Ixxxiv. 4. 
And 1s not this a very deſirable thing, to be ever 
doing his will, and that with a perfect heart, and a 
willing mind ? Beſides, we are apt, through weak- 
neſs, to be weary, even in the means of grace ; and 
theſe frail animal frames requi:2 reſt, But there 
is no wearineſs there, but continually crying, Holy, 
Now, 
which of us would not defire fo great a happineſs? 


holy, holy, Lord Gad Almighty, Rev. iv. 8. 


b. Such as are with Jeſus, are far more happy 
than they could be in this vale of tears, tho' while 
here they very often, no doubt, taſted of that hap- 
pineſs, and their cups ran over. But now they are 
free from all impediments, free from all ignorance, 
weakneſs, temptations, and from all pain; they are 
therefore enabled to ſerve (350m more perfectly, and 
conſequently they ſhall he more happy than ever they 
could he here. Their happineſs is now compleat. 
Here their ears were often much offended in hearing 
the horrid language of the wicked; there, nothing is 
Their 
eyes were often offended at ſeeing things which were 
contrary to the will of Gop ; but now they ſhall be- 
hold him that is the dear object of all delight and 
pleaſure, They (ha!l ſee him eye to eye, and face 
to face, Their hearts. were often grieved in ſeeing 
Religion make ſo flow a progreſs in the world; but 
now they ſee the ſervants of Gop continually tri- 
umphing in the praiſes of Gop, and exulting before 
the throne, Well may the Prophet cry out, Say ye 


heard but the praiſes of Gop and the Lams. 


te the 1:ghterus, it hall be well with him, Iſa. iii. 10. 
An well might Balaam ſay, Let me die the death of the 


"iohteous, and let my laſt end be like his, Num. _ IO, 
us, 
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Thus, my brethren, conſidering theſe things, there 


«is no cauſe to weep for thoſe that are gone to Jeſus, 


I Theſ. iv. 13, 14.“ And this ſhall lead me to tle 
ſecond thing propoſed, 


IT. That there is cauſe to weep for ourſelves and 
children, | 


I. We are expoſed to every danger which they are 
delivered from. Their warfare is accompliſhed ; but 
we are ſtill engaged in ours. We have thoſe fiends 
of hell to grapple with, which they are more than 
conquerors over, We have our temptations and 
croſſes yet to bear, which they are happily delivered 
from. We have thoſe bodily infirmities to encoun- 
ter, which they have left behind. But for our eter- 
nal comfort, we have the fame Rock to lean upon 
which they had. Did. the Lord ſympathiſe with 
them? He will ſympathiſe with us alſo. Did the 
Lord grant them ſtrength in the trying hour ? And 
ſo will he grant unto us. Was he with them thro' 
the waters, and thro” the fire? So will he be with 
us alſo. Did he grant them grace in the time of 
need ? So will he unto us if we aſk of him. Then 
let us not be diſcouraged, but come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that. we-may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help iu time of. need. 


2. We have reaſon to bewail and lament our ma- 


nifold fhort-camings and imperfections, and this 
. fure is matter of weeping and of godly, orrow to 


every one that knows any thing of his own heart, 
Alas]! how imperfeQly is every thing performed! 
When do we hear with that attention, or read to 


* See this — * and „ ſweetly enlarged 
upon, by that moſt amiable writer, Dr. Watts, in his lovely Trea- 
tiſe upon the Happineſs of Separate Spirits; a book which I not 
feen when I delivered the preſent Diſcourſe, but which I moſt cor: 
dially recommend'to all the travellers to Mount Zion. 
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that profit we might, or pray with that fervor, or 
receive the ſacrament with that faith we ought ? 
What day paſſes. over our heads that we have not 
reaſon to lament ſome omiſſion or commiſſion? 
What trial have we to bear, that we have not reaſon 
to lament ſomething of our miſbehaviour under:? 
What temptation do we repel with that vigour that 
we might? What day is there that paſſes, in which 
vain and unprofitable thoughts have not entered our 
hearts? Theſe are all matter of godly forrow, and 
would inevitably ſink us lower than the grave, were it 
not for the atoning blood of a never-failiuig Redeemer. 
We have need to be humbled on account of theſe 
things, and mourn over them daily. And I appre- 
nend every real Chriſtian will be deeply abalcd before 
(30D on that account, as we ſee thoſe in the days of 
old conſtantly were, When we review a Sabbath, 
how have we failed in every thing? What deadnels 
have we to lament ? What wandering, vain, or un- 
profitable thoughts have we to grieve and forrow 
tor ? 


2. There is reaſon to weep on account of our want 
of reſignation. I think few graces ſhew more of the 
real Chriſtian, We find, when the Lord had per- 
mitted Satan to take away all that 756 had, how the 
good man ſubmitted. The Lord gave (laid he) and 
the Lord taketh away ; bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 
fob ii, 21, When good old Eli heard the awful ſen- 
tence that was paſt upon his houſe, he cried out, 7: 
is the Lord: let him do what Fe him gocd, 1 Sam. 
ini. 18, In like manner we find David exerciſing the 
lame heroick ſpirit, 2 Sam. xv. 26. But the moſt 
ſtriking example we have is in our Lord. When the 
pains of hell began to take hold of him, and the ar- 
rows of the Almighty began to faſten on his righteous 
foul, he cried out, Net my will, but thine be done. 
Luke xxii. 42, May ſuch ſhining examples truly 
fr us up, and make us reſigned ; for every degree of 

| fret- 
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tretfulneſs or impatience (ſuppoſing it does not break 
out) is a manifeſt want of reſignation. We daily 
pray that the will of the Lord may be done; and 
yet, what an averſion is there to ſubmit to the ſame? 
We do not love'ſicknels, or pain, or loſſes, or diſap- 
pointments ; or to be lighted by our fellow. crea- 
tures ; although ſuch things are permitted for our 
rea! good; yet, for want of duly weighing matters, 
and patiently waiting the event, we are almoſt ready 
to charge Gop fooliſhly. Surely this muſt pain eve- 
ry tender conſcience, and cauſe ſorrow of heart; 
otherwiſe it will make us drag on heavily, as having 
a tendency to quench the ſpirit, and conſequently to 
bring darkneſs upon the foul, which will bow it down, 
and occaſion trouble, and anguiſh, and ſorrow, on 
account of the ſame. So that you ſee, our want of 
conformity to the image of Gop, is a material cauſe 
of weeping. 


4. We have need to weep, when we confider that 
we have the great King of Terrors to grapple with. 
What it is to die, we know not. That is a buſineſs 
we never yet engaged in. When we have ſtood by a 
dying friend, and beheid the grizzly King triumph- 
ing, the throbbing breaſt, the heart-ſtrings irrepara- 
bly breaking, and the lite hanging quivering on the 
pale lip, and the failing pulſe dying away, we ſee a 
little of death. But it is little, very little we can 
conceive. T hat untried ſtate we cannot form any 
adequate ideas of; or what pain the final parting 
muſt cauſe, - 


« Sure, *tis a ſerious thing to die / My ſoul, 

What a ſtrange moment muſt it be, when near 

Thy journey's end, thou haſt the gulf in view 

That awful gulf, no mortal &er repaſs'd 

To tell what's doing on the other fide. 

Nature runs back, and ſhudders at the fight, 

Andevery life-ſtring bleeds at thoughts of parting.” 
| | To 
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Jo ſee our friends here no more, and to leave theſe 
bodies in a loathſome grave, has ſomething in it 
very diſagreeable and averſe to human nature; but 
to appear before Gop, the Judge of all, and an in- 
numerable company of Angels, has in it ſomething 
far tco much for human-nature, unaſliſted by grace, 
to bear. But there is ſuch a thing as triumphing 


over the grave; yet how few know what ſuch a vic- 


tory is! Surely ſuch are more than conquerors, 
through the great Captain of their ſalvation. 


5. There is cauſe to wecp for curſelves, when 
we conſider our preſent connections and fituation 11 
lie, We are ſurrounded by numbers of rationa! 
creatures, whom God hath made, and for whom he 
became incarnate; appeared as a worm among worms; 
ſul jected himſelf to the hardſhips and inconven:- 
ences of human life; yea, I might add, all the fir- 
leſs infirmities thereot, and breathed out a ſinleſs for: 
in agonies on the croſs, Now what return do they 
make? Do they acknowledge his love, mercy and 
goodneſs? Do they revere his power and majeſty, 
his juſtice and truth? Ah! no; they trample on hs 
love, pitv, and goodrels ; they ſpurn his mercy at 
grace; they ſet at defiance his law and juſtice, and 
fy in their hearts, N ts the Lord, that we fhould olov 
bis dice? This is no new thing : No, the rebellion 
is of an old ſtanding, of ancient date; of the Old 
World it was ſa d, the imagination of the heart of man 
„ ouly evil, and that continually, and that evil heart 
produced the abominations which appeared in their 
Ives, The new worid was ſoon as bad 75 the old 
one; witneſs the iniquities of Sodom and Gr-merral, 
whote abandoned crimes grieved juſt Lot. David be- 
held tranſgreſſors and was grieved; and Jeremia“ 
wept in ſecret places for the abe minations of the pec- 
pic; Daniel wept, faſted and praved before Gee 
and the litt'e remnant ſpoken of, FExet. ix, ſighed 
aud mourned for the iniquitizs of the land; and 6- 

B nale, 


5 — 4 


e Io LEED 
* 


66 


nally, the Son of God wept over abandoned [er 
ſalem. Now I fear, upon the whole, times are nat 
much altered for the better. Look round and fe: 
the deſolations of our Land; what curſing and bl:{. 
phemy ! What lying and drunkenneſs! What cham. 
bering and wantonneſs! What deceit and guile 
What biting and devouring ! What wrangles and 
religious bickerings | What pride and ſelfiſnneis, even 
among ſuch as name the name of Chriſt ! O moſt 
compaſſionate Lord ! how great is thy patience and 
long-forbearance ! how infinite are thy mercies 90 
the poor fallen ſons of men]! Now ſurely here i; 
cauſe, abundant cauſe, of weeping. By this means 
God is diſhonoured ; the interefts of the gracious 
Redeemer ſtruck at; much miſchief done in the 
world ; while poor ſinners are puſhing each other 
into endleſs perdition and miſery | What is there de. 
ſirable in ſuch a wretched world as this! fo checkered 
with afflictions, ſo fraught with ruin, wretchednek, 
miſery and diſcord? * 


Thus we have cauſe to weep for ourſelves, and 
equal cauſe to weep for our children, when we con- 
ſider how many dangers, ſnares, and temptations 


they are expoſed unio it this vale of tears. But! 
thall proceed no farther in a doctrinal way, but {hal 


come to the application. And here it is expected! 
ſhould fay ſumething with regard to her, who: 
death has occaſioned the preſent \_leminity, and whom 
we have reaſon to hope (hope did [| ſay?) nay, whon 
we have good grounds to be aſſured is triumphing is 
the regions of everlaſting glory. My acquaintanc 
with her was but ſhort; nor have I, as yet, the 
honour of being acquainted with her parents ; but 


"what I thall fay, I received from ſuch as have hal 


the moſt perfect opportunities of knowing her from 


* This fifth paragraph has been added ſince the ſermon wi 
preached, | 
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appears by the number of elegant letters which ſh: 
„tote, many of which a ſtudent in divinity would 
lave no need to be aſhamed of. So that it was not 
o ing to that which made her diſreliſh every thing of 
that ſort; but becauſe ſhe was really above them, 
ind as for dreſs and the falhionable amuſements, 
\ehich others of her age and circumſtances are en- 
rolfied with, ſhe quite diſdained them. 


The improvement of her interior part, was what 
lhe woſt del.ghted in, and what ſhe laboured after; 
and ſhewed thereby what was the chief exerciſe of 
her mind, making all her amuſements ſubſervient to 
that very end. How rare are ſuch ſhining qualities 
to be found in this trifling and diſſipated age? Nay, 
how few parents in the genteel line of life, encourage 
fach excellencies in their children ? No wonder that 
ſuch a one ſhould be taken from among mortals; 
like a flower full-blown tranſplanted into a more 
greeable ſoil, where none of its fragrance will ever 
be ſhed in vain, or its beauty ever fade away, No 
wonder that one who ran fo ſpeedily, ſhould fo 
goon finiſh her courſe with joy, and in triumph 


enter the regions of everlaſting happineſs ; for tho” 


he had not yet obtained the deſired reſt, yet the con- 
tinued ſeeking in every means of grace, and was re- 
*;olved to follow on till ſhe knew the Lorp, until 
the received the end of her faith, the full ſalvation of 
her foul, 


On December 28, ſhe was ſeized with her laſt ill- 
neſs, viz. a putrid fewer, which terminated in her 
death. Previous to this ſickneſs ſhe had, for ſome 
'weeks, been favoured with very profitable medita- 


tions upon death, and ſpoke of them to ſuch as ſhe 


could be free with, who adviſed her to indulge them 
5 they proved fo uſeful to her, 


cer, 


The nature cf the diſorder which ſhe laboured un- 
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der, having a tendency to ſtupify, ſhe felt that in- 
fluence, and eſpecially in her hearing, which was al- 
moſt wholly taken from her, as was alſo her ſpeech. 
Nevertheleſs ſhe almoſt always gave proof that her 
ſoul was longing for the appearance of her Saviour, 
the weary finner's friend, and was often breathing 
cut her wiſhes to him who was able ro fave her: 
And the Lord did not forget his longing captive ; for 
the ſighing of the priſoner came up before him. 


January 14, ſhe was deſirous that the family ſhould” 
be called up to pray with her. She then faid that 
ſhe found herſelf as ſhe never had done; for ſhe 
felt fuch joy and peace as till now fhe had been a 
ſtranger to; that the fear of death was quite taken 
away, the love of Go» filled her heart; ſhe loved 
bim who firſt loved her, and was longing to be with 
him. Thus was the Lord preparing her for himſelf, . 
and finiſhing the work which he had begun, while 
ſhe gave all the ſymptoms of a ſoul wholly and ſweet- 
ly reſigned to lumſelf, and longing for her deſired 
change. No impatience appeared in the whole of 
her conduct, notwithſtanding her tedious and painful 
lineſs, and ſhe retained her reaſon to the laſt. For 
tho* ſhe could neither ſpeak nor hear, yet ſhe. made 
zus for ſuch things as ſhe wanted. Thus the lay 
patiently waiting for her approaching change till the 
21ſt, and then breathing out her ſoul into the hands 
of a never-failing Redeemer ; and tho? ſhe could not 
in words expreſs what the felt, yet with her hands 
daſped, and her eyes fixed, the ſpoke the language 
of her ſoul to be, Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly,” Thus finiſhed this amiable young crea- 
ture, her courſe with joy, and now is ſinging the 
praiſes of the Lamb in the realms of eterna! glory. 


And now, my dear hearers, upon the whole, may 
ve de excited to give all diligence to make our ca'lins 
nd election ſure, May we be ſtirred vp by ſuch an 
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( 1 ) 
animating example. We ſee death is no reſpecter 
ot perſons, but comes at all hours, and at all ages, 
O, who ſhall be found ready when the bridegroom 
appeareth ? Let us be up and doing, and the Lord 
will be our helper. Let us aim at conqueſt, that 
every thought may be brought into captivity to the 
obedience of CHRISTH. She that is now ſinging tho 
Praiſes of the Lamb had her ſtruggles. She was 
ſometimes beſet with a warm temper, and ſometimes 
with a light ſpirit; and theſe ſhe mourned over and 
lemented. Let us ſearch out our own beſetting fins; 
and the Lord will enable us to triumph over them, 


2. From what has been ſaid, what reaſon have we 
to be reſigned unto the d. vine diſpenſations of uner- 
ring wiſdom ? If he diſappoints us in any thing, it 
ſhall be for our good. If he takes away our dear 
friends, it is that we may find in him a friend that 
Ficketh cloſer than a brother. The Lord gave, and 
te hath a right to take away when and how he plea 
eth;.and it is right that we ſhould be wholly reſign- 
ed, Let this lead us to ſubmit to the diſpenſations 
of his providence, not daring to murmur leſt we of- 
fend; for every murmuring thought is an impeach- 
ment of divine wiſdom; and who can condemn it, 
and be clear ? 


What praiſes then are due to the adorable 
Friend of Sinners for becoming our Redeemer ? He 
might juſtly have left us to have periſhed in our fins 
to all eternity. Nor would he have wanted praiſe 
had that been the caſe, for he is not beholden to any 
of his creatures, But what reaſon have we to adore 
him, not only in dying for us, but allo in giving vs 
ſuch ſweet foretaſtes of his love in our journey, It is 
che of the moſt agreeable ſights in the world, to ſee 
2 ſaint depart in triumph. 
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It is a ſtrengthening of 
our hope, it is a confirmation of our faith, and it 
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animates our ſouls to run the race the Lord has ſets 
before us. Glory be to God for all his mercies | 


One word now to you who are the dear mourning” 
relatives of her that is gone to Abraham's boſom, 
Conſider, you have no reaſon to lament her that is 
taken'from the evil to come. Hark | me thinks if. 
her diſembodied ſpirit could ſpeak to you, it would 
de to this effect, “ My dear and tender friends, 
weep not for me; my warfare is at an end, and my- 
troubles are over. The Lord has graciouſly taken” 
me from a world of temptations and ſorrow, and 
landed me ſafely in theſe bright manſions, where ſor- 
row cannot enter, and where tears are all wiped. 
away, My danger is paſt; and my ſickneſs is end- 
ech. Therefore with angels and archangels, and 
with all- the company of Heaven, I adore him that 
brought me out of great tribulation, and hath waſh-- 
ed me from my fins in his atoning blood, to whom 
be glory for ever. O way you be animated to run 
the race ſet before you, ſo ſhall you meet me in theſe: 
regions of everlafting bliſs and happineſs, when we. 
mal part no more.“ 


And now, my dear friends, one and all, let us la 
ade every weight, and the fin which doth eaſily be- 
ſet us, and let us run with patience the race that is- 
ſet before us, looking to JEsUs, Then ſhall we 
meet with our dear departed friends who are gone 
tefore us, and fhall be for ever with'the Lamb, and 
no more depart from him, or we ſhall ſee him as he 
s, and be happy with him to all eternity. Which 
Gor of his infinite mercy grant, for the ſake of 
Jezus CHRIST our Lok Dp. To whom, with the 
FATHER and the HoLy Ghost, be all honour and: 
cory now and for ever. 


POST. 


een 


CQOMETIME after delivering the Diſcourſe a- 
bove, a very awful circumſtance occaſioned my 
ſpeaking from the ſame Text, and conſequently the 
fubſtance of the ſame Sermon. The circumſtance 
was this: A woman, pretty far advanced in her preg-— 
nancy, was ſitting alone in her parlour by the fire, 
pretty late in the evening, in the beginning of Janu- 
ary ; a wild, thoughtleſs young man, out of a cruel 
frolic, by ſome means got upon the houſe-top, tak- 
ing with him a live cock, and put the poor fow! 
down the chimney ; the cock fluttering with his 
wings as he dropt, beat down the ſoot which was in 
the chimney, and, if I miſtake not, ſet it, together 
with the cock's feathers on fire. The cries of the 
cock coming down, the ſmoke and fire, frightened 
the woman, ſitting alone, to ſuch a. degree, that it 
threw her immediately into premature labour, in 
which labour fhe continued above a fortnight, and 
though all proper aſſiſtance was procured, yet her 
life could not be ſaved, However, to her it was a 
judgment mixed with much mercy ; ſhe cried to him 
who was able to ſave her, and he did fave her, in 
the beſt ſenſe of the word; for ſhe ſung ſweetly of 
the loving kindneſs of the Lorp, and departed, not 
only in much peace, but in great joy in believing; 
leaving her huſband and three children (the eldeſt ot 
which was quite helpleſs) in the hands of a never- 
failing Gop, and ſo departed to that land of felic.ty, 
eo here the inhagitants ſvall ns mare ſay, 1 am fick. 
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] inert this pardy as a caution to all ſuch thought- 
leſs witlings, to be a little careful in playing their” 
mad pranks, leſt they ſhould become murderers, as, 
in fact, this thoughtleſs young man was ; for by his 
wanton folly, the poor woman loſt her life, and her 
three poor babies left motherleſs. I like «iſe mention 
it to ſhew the goodneſs of Gop, and his amazing 
pity to his poor creature in her deep diſtreſs, who 
heard her groanings, and did not reject her cries ; 
but ſent the T'rue Comforter to relieve her, making” 
her great extremity the opportunity of manifeſting 
the riches of that bleſſed grace, which 1s the power 
of God unto ſalvation, 


Proſpe& 


Proſpect of Heaven makes Death eaſy. 


HERE is a Land of Pure Delight, 
Where Saints immortal reign : 


Infinite Day exculdes the Night, 
And Pleaſures baniſh Pain, 


There everlaſting Spring abides, 

And never-withering Flow'rs : . 
Death, like a narrow Sea, divides 

This Heav'nly Land from ours. 


Sweet Fields beyond the ſwelling Flood, 
Stand dreſs'd in living Green: 

So to the Jews OLD Canaan ſtood, 
While Jordan roll'd between. 


O! could we make our Doubts remove, 
Thoſe gloomy Doubts that riſe, 

And ſee the Canaan that we love, 
With unbeclouded Eyes. 


Could we but climb where Moſes ſtood, 
And view the Landſkip o'er; 
Not Jordan's ſtreams nor Death's cold flood, 
Could fright us from the ſhore. 
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